To:  Montgomery,  Michael[Montgomery. Michael@epa.gov];  Li,  Corine[Li. Corine@epa.gov] 

From:  Rao,  Kate 

Sent:  Mon  8/10/2015  7:38:17  PM 

Subject:  FW:  Animas  River  Disaster/  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Incident 


Corine/Mike  - OPA  is  asking  for  a statement  about  impacts  on  AZ  and  CA  dw  supply  wrt  the 
mine  spill.  Should  WTR  take  the  lead  and  then  get  $F  to  review  response? 


Below  is  a request  that  came  in  but  it  appears  we  have  been  getting  lots  of  similar  requests. 


What  steps  is  the  EPA  taking  to  ensure  that  contaminated  water  from  the  Animas  River,  which  flows  into  the 
Colorado  River,  which  is  in  turn  a significant  source  of  water  for  Southern  California  through  the  Colorado  River 
Aqueduct,  does  not  reach  our  communities  in  California?  Will  water  supplies  to  Southern  California  from  the 
Colorado  River  Aqueduct  be  cut  off  as  a result  of  the  Animas  River  disaster  and  given  the  drought  in  California, 
how  will  the  disaster  affect  water  supplies  in  California?  In  the  event  that  contaminants  from  the  Animas  River 
disaster,  including  arsenic,  lead,  cadmium  and  other  heavy  metals,  do  reach  the  Colorado  River  Aqueduct,  what 
steps  will  the  EPA  take  to  remove  them  before  they  reach  agricultural  consumer  water  supplies? 

Jane  K.  Babin,  Ph.D.,  Esq. 
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Kate  Rao 

Drinking  Water  Protection  Section  (WTR  3-2) 
USEPA  Region  9 

75  Hawthorne  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
tel:  (415)  972-3533  / fax:  (415)  947-3549 


From:  Zito,  Kelly 

Sent:  Monday,  August  10,  2015  12:25  PM 

To:  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty;  Higuchi,  Dean;  Allen,  HarryL;  Rao,  Kate 
Cc:  Keener,  Bill 

Subject:  Fwd:  Animas  River  Disaster/  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Incident 


Can  someone  in  Sfund/Water  work  on  a statement  that  addresses  the  far  downstream  questions 
from  AZ  and  CA? 


Kelly 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 

Begin  forwarded  message: 

From:  R9.Info  <R9.Info@,epa.gov> 

Date:  August  10,  2015  at  12:16:56  PM  PDT 
To:  "Zito,  Kelly"  <ZrTO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 

Cc:  "COHEN,  Deborra"  <Cohen.Deborra@epa.gov>,  "Holoubek,  Helga" 
<Holoubek.Helga@epa.gov>,  "Keener,  Bill"  <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>.  "Higuchi,  Dean" 

<Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov> 

Subject:  FW:  Animas  River  Disaster/  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Incident 

Hi  Kelly, 

We  are  getting  calls  and  e-mails  like  the  one  below  asking  the  EPA  to  address  the 
concerns  of  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada  residents  living  downstream  from  the  release. 
Will  we  have  a staff  person  in  Region  9 available  to  address  the  concerns  of  our  region? 

We  don’t  feel  the  library  should  even  attempt  to  answer  such  questions. 

—Kerry  Shoji 
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Kerry  L.  Shoji,  MLIS 

Librarian  (contractor,  ASRC  Primus) 

U.S.  EPA  Region  9 Library/  75  Hawthorne  Street/  San  Francisco,  CA  94105-3920 

shoji.kerry@epa.gov 
415-972-3695  phone 
415-947-3533  fax 
http://www.epa.gov/region9/librarv 


From:  Jane  Babin  [mailto:iane@babinlaw.com] 

Sent:  Monday,  August  10,  2015  11:07  AM 
To:  R9.Info 

Subject:  Animas  River  Disaster 


Dear  Sir  or  Madam, 


What  steps  is  the  EPA  taking  to  ensure  that  contaminated  water  from  the  Animas  River, 
which  flows  into  the  Colorado  River,  which  is  in  turn  a significant  source  of  water  for 
Southern  California  through  the  Colorado  River  Aqueduct,  does  not  reach  our  communities 
in  California?  Will  water  supplies  to  Southern  California  from  the  Colorado  River 
Aqueduct  be  cut  off  as  a result  of  the  Animas  River  disaster  and  given  the  drought  in 
California,  how  will  the  disaster  affect  water  supplies  in  California?  In  the  event  that 
contaminants  from  the  Animas  River  disaster,  including  arsenic,  lead,  cadmium  and  other 
heavy  metals,  do  reach  the  Colorado  River  Aqueduct,  what  steps  will  the  EPA  take  to 
remove  them  before  they  reach  agricultural  consumer  water  supplies? 
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Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  response. 


Jane  K.  Babin,  Ph.D.,  Esq. 


IP Synergy 

for  the  Life  S citnett 


The  Law  Office  of  Jane  K.  Babin,  P.C. 
16779  Falcon  Bluff  Ct. 

San  Diego,  CA  92127-3433 
Direct:  (858)240-2627 
Fax:  (858)  240-2640 

iane@babinlaw.com 
www.babinlaw.com 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  was  sent  by  an  attorney  solely  for  the  use  of  the  intended  recipient  and  may 
contain  information  that  is  confidential  and/or  privileged.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please  destroy 
all  copies  and  notify  the  sender. 
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